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MONTANA, NORTH DAKOTA TRADE ORGANIZATIONS
JOIN FORCES TO FOSTER GLOBAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
MISSOULA—
Trade organizations in Missoula, Mont., and Minot, N .D., have signed a memorandum
of understanding to work together to raise awareness of international business opportunities.
The agreement was reached between the Montana World Trade Center, based at The
University of Montana, and the Institute For International Business, based at Minot State
University. Under the agreement, IFIB will help deliver MWTC news and information to the
manufacturing, service, agriculture and public sectors throughout North Dakota.
"This is a significant agreement for both our organizations," said Arnie Sherman,
executive director of the Montana World Trade Center. "We face many of the same challenges
in trying to help businesses in our state expand their markets overseas, and it makes sense for
us to work together. We are pleased to have Minot State University’s Institute for International
Business as a partner."
MWTC has been recognized for its successful implementation of trade promotion and
educational activities, including trade missions, seminars and workshops. The center also has
developed international business courses, practicums and internships for students, faculty
members and business executives. In addition, MWTC has developed an extensive Web-based
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guide at http://www.rockymountainmarket.com for starting a business, developing an ebusiness presence and entering the global marketplace.
Recently, with funding from the U.S. Department of Commerce, MWTC started a
groundbreaking initiative to introduce Rocky Mountain consumer goods and tourism products
to the Irish and Taiwanese markets.
"(MWTC) is involved in many exciting and promising endeavors," said Jim Ondracek,
IFIB director. "We are optimistic that our affiliation will be of great benefit to our institute’s
economic development efforts in North Dakota and will provide greater opportunity to our
students, faculty and businesses."
For more information, contact MWTC at (406) 243-6982 or IFIB at (701) 858-3571.
MWTC is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping businesses expand into global markets.
The center has a Web site at http://www.mwtc.org. IFIB helped implement North Dakota’s
only international business major and helped develop numerous international businesses in the
state. The institute is online at http://www.ndcd.org/ifib.
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